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l,lerx: You said )roursel-f 1t's a sunny day"

Haggart: The rveather coul-d a-lrvays turn.

iulerx: Perhaps 1t woul-d be rvi-se for us to state our task and begin
these proceedings. IJe have a considerabLe arnount of rnaterial- to
get through"

Haggart: By all rreans, set the stage"

Iuierx: T, Gerlin [,ierx, have been se]-ected to assist Inspector Anton
Haggart in thj-s lnvestigation into the events leading up to the
tragedy off the island of Vel-]val-s" IJe wil-l- be examlning evldence
as gathered by intelligence over the last tnonth. Inspector
Haggart, perhaps )rou'd f ike to gi-ve sotne hlstorical context to
these proceedlngs.

Haggart: Hlstoricaf context? Yes. Of course. tJeff, as you knorv,
Kerch was orlginally 1eq.4ed as a smal-l cotrununltlr of flshermen-

i'lerx: I rneant rrore recent history.

Haggart: Certainllr" Absolutel1r. Oh thank Ghezen, the coffee is here.

Il'iinutes paused" ]

Il'linutes resurned" ]

iulerx: Nor^r that )rou've refreshecl yourse-l-f, Inspector Haggart?

Haggart,: Iuly pleasure" As rve a-l-l knon, the c1t1r has experienced
some upheaval- over the -Last ferv'years" After the chaotj-c events
at the auction for the lndenture of the ]roung Scientist Xunei
Yul--Bo and the viol-ence that ensued, the iulerchant Council- faced a
period of scrutiny and calLs to root out corruption in its hlghest
ranks" The tria-L and lrnprlsonment of Jan Van Eck r^ras ruidel-)r seen
as a step torvard redernption for the Council. Hornrever, there were
rumblings that other rnembers of the l,lerchant Council have been
invol-ved in crimlnal dealings.

i'lerx: Can lreu be rnore speclflc?

Haggart: Is that entire-l1r necessarlr?

iulerx: I belleve that it 1s"
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